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work carried on in the classroom. The children are expected to
obtain an understanding of industry as a whole, its place in" the
social economy, the relations between the worker and industry,
man's part in adapting nature, the effects of production processes
on the social organism, etc., etc. It cannot be too often repeated,
however, that polytechnisation is not vocational training.
The School as Cultural Agent. One of the many striking features
of Soviet education is the part played by the school in raising
the cultural level of the populace. Think for a moment of the
backwardness of the mass of the people before the Revolution.
Sanitation and hygiene were almost completely unknown. Filth
was habitually thrown into the courtyard round which the
houses were built, or into the village street. It was a common
thing for a family to eat  its food with the hands, from a
common dish.  The U.S.S.R. is largely Asiatic and contains
vast territories where the most rudimentary amenities of life
were unknown. Let the reader imagine a condition where
students coming to a university from rural areas have never
seen a modern lavatory and do not know how to use it. Let the
reader remember that the Russian peasants, who made up
90 per cent of the population, were, generally speaking, un-
used to continuous labour and incapable of concentration for
any length of time; that their lives were governed by super-
stition;  that  drunkenness,  wife-beating,  and  brawling were
prevalent everywhere within the empire. These peasants were
conservative to a degree, and had all the characteristics of an
oppressed and downtrodden people. It is important to realise
that the factory-worker of to-day was the illiterate peasant of
yesterday. A due regard for all these factors will give the reader
some idea of the colossal task that confronted, and still in a
measure confronts, Soviet educationists. There was no other
solution. The school had to become the educational centre and
stimulus for the adults, and the children had to become the
teachers. In the first years of the Revolution there were no
boundaries set to the children's activities, there was no task
the children did not attempt. They made registers of the